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SUBMISSION 

TO THE 

ESTIMATES AND FINANCE OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
OF THE PARLIAMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

INQUIRY INTO THE ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS PROGRAM 

PREPARED BY , 

Lily!]' 

Geraldtoll-Greellough 
Climate of Opportunity 

4th February 2009 

Disclaimer 
This submission is produced for information and advice to the Estimates and 
Finance Operations Committee. 

The City of Geraldton-Greenough relies on generally available public 
information and does not own or operate all the listed infrastructure specified 
in this submission. Further the City of Geraldton-Greenough does not 
guarantee or imply the accuracy of the statements or estimates contained 
within the document. 

The City of Geraldton-Greenough shall not be liable for any loss or damages 
howsoever caused as a result of reliance upon information contained in this 
text by any other party which uses the submission outside of the intended use 
as a submission to the Estimates and Finance Operations Committee. 
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Inquiry into The Royalties for Regions Program 

BACKGROUND & UNDERSTANDING 

1. The City is a medium sized local government with an budget (including 
operating, capital and depreciation) of"$87 million (cash basis of $57 
million) 

2. The population within the local government is 35,727 

3. The City understands that the Government of Western Australia is 
proposing to implement legislation giving effect to directing 25% of all 
royalties revenue towards the "Royalties for Regions Progam" 

4. The program is to be directed towards various works into 3 separate 
funds being: 

a. The Country Local Government Fund; 
b. The Regional Infrastructure and Headworks Fund; and 
c. The Regional Community Services Fund. 

5. The City strongly supports the principle of investing key royalty revenues 
back into developing regional areas. 

6. Reference is made to the attached (Appendix 1) City's submission to 
Infrastructure Australia call for comments on the proposed Building 
Australia Fund 

COUNTRY LOCAL GOVERNMENT FUND COMPONENT 

7. It is understood the Country Local Government Fund is to be $100 
million per annum over 4 years (totalling $400 million) 

8. The basis of the Local Government Fund derives the following split: 

SUMMARY TABLE 

COMPONENT YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 

Loca l government 

Local infrastructure asset renewal and new assets 97.5 62.5 48.75 48.75 

Regional Organisations of Councils 

New regional infrastructure as.set6 0 35 48.75 48.75 

Capacity Building 

for regional governance 6ervices and asset 2.5 2.5 2.5 2.5 
management program6 through the Department of 
Local Government and Regional Development 

TOTAL SMillion 100 100 100 100 
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Inquiry into The Royalties for Regions Program 

9. The City of Geraldton-Greenough is set to receive $1,701,007 in 
2008/09; then $1 ,090,833 in 2009/10 and $850,849 in 2010-11 and 
again in 2011-12. . 

10. The City welcomes this additional funding as a means to deliver smaller 
to medium projects within the community which may not have otherwise 
progressed in the short to medium term. 

THE NEED TO REWARD THE REFORMERS 

11. It is noted that the funding does not reward those communities which 
have undertaken voluntary structural reform. 

12. It may be argued that the funding actually has rewarded those 
communities which have not participated in any reform 

13. the failure to reward the voluntary reformers may provide a significant 
, obstacle to voluntary reform and improvements in local government 

14. It is proposed that the funding formulas should take into account and 
specifically reward those communities which have undertaken voluntary 
structural reform. 

DEFINING "REGIONAL GROUPS" OF COUNCILS 

15. It is proposed this it should be a requirement that each local government 
has an up to date and comprehensive asset management plan to be 
eligible for funding. 

16. It is proposed that any infrastructure or asset development project, 
funded through this program, should require a comprehensive life-cycle 
asset management plan and costing analysis prior to being made eligible 
for funding . 

17. The City has been identified as being part of the Batavia Coast Region of 
Councils which is notionally allocated $1,354,565 in 2009/10 and then 
$1,886,715 in 2010/11 and again in 2011/12. 

18. It is proposed that for the purposes of defining "regional groups" of 
Councils, that the major regional cities of Geraldton-Greenough, Albany, 
Sunbury and Kalgoorlie-Boulder should be defined as being "Regional 
Councils" in their own individual and respective right. This definition 
would effectively recognise the significant role played by these significant 
regional cities and rate burden carried by the community within to 
construct and service regional (and in some cases) state facilities. 

19. It is proposed that the fund needs to prioritise funding towards 
progressing and developing the state's major regional cities. 
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Inquiry into The Royalties for Regions Program 

20. It is proposed that the major regional cities are allocated between 25% to 
50% of the Country Local Council Fund in order to facilitate the desired 
stated Government ambition of diversifY!(1g the state into a true multi-city 
state. 

21. If funding can not be directed or quarantined [for the priority and benefit 
of regional cities] as proposed above, it is proposed that consideration be 
given to making the funding subject to a competitive bidding process, 
open to all eligible local governments based on the following : 

, . 

a. 20% of the funding per annum allocated towards projects 
requiring $250,000 or under; 

b. 30% of the funding per annum allocated towards projects 
requiring $1 million or under; and 

c. 50% of the funding per annum allocated to projects requiring up 
to $5 million. 

REGIONAL HEADWORKS AND INFRASTRUCTURE FUND 

22. There has been speculation (unconfirmed and/or verified) that the 
Regional Headworks and Infrastructure Fund will include a funding 
component of approximately $9 million per annum to each [of the 9] 
Regional Development Commission Regions (totalling $81 Million per 
annum or $324 Million over the 4 year period). 

23. This fund will provide an opportunity to leverage off the Country local 
Government Fund . 

24. There is the need to ensure that this significant funding is directed at 
iconic or large scale projects which facilitate the development of export 
revenue, streamline efficient operations of the regional economy or 
progress the Government's vision of transforming WA into a multi-city 
state. 

25. The City supports any investment proposals linked towards the 
progression of the Oakajee Deepwater Port. 

26. The City has the following as a strategic outcome in its long term 
strategy and the Government's support is sought in achieving it: 

A Network City 
To become a logistics and transport hub focussed on the ports at 
Geraldton and Oakajee. 

The City will integrate with the industry precincts of Narngulu and 
Oakajee, the Geraldton Regional Airport and further utilise the extensive 
regional road and rail network to enhance productivity outcomes. 
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By 2020, the City will be connected to the national rail network enabling 
passenger rail services between Geraldton and Perth and also 
connecting Geraldton and Oakajee ' Por:t.E; to the remainder of Australia 
fulfilling its potential as a logistics hub of national significance as an 
import and export facility for bulk commodities, general goods and 
containers. Its natural advantages over southern and eastern ports will 
ensure that it will be recognised as Australia's western portal to the Asia, 
the Sub-Continent, the Middle-East and an emerging African continental 
economy. 

27. The City has made a submission to Infrastructure Australia with respect 
to the Building Australia Fund . A copy of that submission is Appendix 1. 
The submission highlights key priorities and requires bilateral support of 
the State and Commonwealth governments. 

28. The City has identified the following priority major infrastructure 
investments and coordination required to achieve the overall integrated 
Oakajee 'concept' and vision:-

Development of Oakajee Deepwater Port ($2 - 3 Billion) 
Although the current concept is for a fully privately funded Port at 
Oakajee (20 km north of Geraldton), the Port should be considered 
as of national significance and in fact is the last site available where a 
multi use port can be fully integrated with an adjoining heavy 
industrial estate with good infrastructure links to the hinterland. 
Formal recognition at a State & Federal level of the importance of this 
area is integral both to the Port's future development and that of the 
whole State's economic development. 

There is a need for the State and Australian Governments to formally 
assist by coordinating and facilitating the assessment and approval 
process (planning and environmental) and also putting in the required 
service and transport corridors. Both governments could also facility 
the development by mandating certain products and resources are 
directed towards Oakajee. Whilst the existing Geraldton Port has 
consider capacity is remains a critical element and driver in the 
Geraldton economy and community; it is appreciated that it does 
have some capacity constraint issues primarily given its highly 
urbanised location. 

Oakajee Port and the associated national scale Industry Precinct 
offers the State a unique opportunity and possibly the most significant 
logistics and industry hub which can service the hole South West 
Land Division which is increasingly suffering constraint through urban 
encroachment, significant environmental issues and logistiCS access 
deficiencies. This is being evidenced in Bunbury (Kemerton) and 
Perth (Kwinana and the Fremantle Port at both the Inner and Outer 
Harbours) . In a national context it represents a truly unique 
opportunity to create effective, functional and useful infrastructure. 
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The Oakajee Deep Water Port & Industry represents the best way 
forward for the Mid West region " the state of Western Australia and 
Australia as a nation to grow. 

Oakaiee-Namqulu Transport & Services Corridor ($150 Million) 
The implementation of the strategic corridors remains a critical 
element in the likely success and potential development of the 
proposed Oakajee Port. 

o Stage 1 Corridor needs to be defined and mechanism put in place 
to facilitate acquisition. 

.. Stage 2 Land acquisitions to occur to safeguard this important 
corridor for not only rail and road but other infrastructure services. 

In May 2007 DPI commissioned ARRB Group and Kellogg, Brown 
and Root (KBR) to undertake a study of the corridor. Through this 
work DPI is seeking to establish services that are likely to have a 
requirement to share or access the corridor in full or in part. Also, 
advice on individual utility service requirements in terms of depth, 
width and buffer requirements and a conceptual cross section - 300 
metres wide recommended at this stage. DPI is planning to undertake 
the next phase of detailed assessment for the alignment, however, 
there is a need to factor in the new rail alignment to the port from 
Weld Range and Jack Hills. The alignment of the preferred corridor is 
still in the negotiation phase through the Oakajee project team. There 
have been some internal DPI discussions regarding further work to 
compare alignment options, if funding can be sourced . 

The key components which require funding in achieving this are: 

o land acqUisition would be focused on the 300m corridor which 
for most part follows existing 20m road reservation corridors. 
The expected approximate 40km length and approximately 
1,200ha of land which would be expected to require funding in 
the order of $15M; 

o 132kVa main electricity extension from Moonyoonooka to 
Oakajee. At approximately 35km it would require in the order of 
$40M to be invested for implementation; 

o 10GLlannum capacity water main from Narngulu to Oakajee. At 
approximately 40 km it is expected to require in the order of 
$20M for implementation; 

o common user rail infrastructure requires in the order of 35km 
length of line with an expected cost in the order of $40M; and 

o construction of heavy vehicle (55m+ length) road train urban 
bypass. This 60km section would primarily utilise existing routes 
although would need a need range crossing. It is expected to 
require in the order of $35M at an initial phase to achieve 
preliminary access. 

Oaka;ee Industrial Prec;nct/Zone ($100 Million) 

City of Geraldton-Greenough 6 



Inquiry into The Royalties for Regions Program 

The estate comprises approximately 6,500 hectares of land owned by 
the WA State Government of which 1 100 hectares is zoned for 
heavy industrial and 200 hectares is f.9n~d for support industries. 

The land is currently farmed and waits servicing (power, water gas 
etc). Recognition and a firm commitment to the development of the 
Oakajee Industrial Area is essential to finally provide certainty to 
potential proponents and that it is an area of national significance. 

The precinct is recognised as the largest zoned industry precinct 
which is associated with a deep water port in all of Australia. Given 
the unique nature of the site being primarily cleared , it also offers 
some environmental clearance advantages over some southern 
region industry parks and precincts. 

The project does require the connection of gas via a new lateral main 
from the Dampier to Sunbury Gas Pipeline which passes to the east 
of Geraldton. 

Integration to the National Rail Network ($500 Million) 
The potential development of the Oakajee Deepwater Port and 
Industrial Precinct creates an ideal and exciting opportunity for an 
internationally significant logistics hub. The industry precinct creates 
an opportunity well beyond a simple resource export base, but rather 
an integrated import and export logistic hub and associated industry 
which would also include containerisation as part of the region 
becoming a national gateway. 

To achieve this strategic and beneficial outcome, the region must be 
linked to the national gauge rail network. This can be facilitated in two 
ways; either by: 

• upgrading the existing Midlands rail line to Perth, which would 
also enable the development of a fast passenger rail service 
which recognises the increasing cost of fuel and the need for 
regional public transport solutions which are family friendly (as 
opposed to buses or air travel over long distances); and/or 

• development of an eastern "spine" to service the significant 
resource deposits in the regional hinterland which would 
ultimately connect to the national gauge network at Leonora. 

The first option is more likely in the short to medium term given the 
length of 452km (over the existing alignment and corridor). It would 
be expected that such a project would cost in the order of $500M. 
Such a project has significant national advantages in that it would: 

o direct national gauge connection between the significant global 
reserves of iron the of the Mid West and the Queensland and 
NSW coal fields; 
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o linking the large Oakajee Deepwater Port and Industry Park to 
the national logistics networ,k opening up options for Oakajee as 
one of the closest deep water, .p'orts to Asia , the Middle East, 
Europe and the African continent; 

o connection to the industry precincts of metropolitan Perth and 
provide an alternate and effective logistics hub; and 

o provide an alternate port (mix of Oakajee and Geraldton) for 
container trade, both imports and exports as an alternate to 
aging and severely constrained (land transport and ocean 
channel depth) over in eastern Australia , 

29. At this stage there does not appear to be the prioritisation to achieve the 
above vision or integrated concept which could feasibly and realistically 
achieve a major transformation of the Western Australian economy, 

A FUNDING SOURCE FOR MAJOR REGIONAL CITY INITIA TlVES 

30. There is little direction on the mechanism that will be appl ied in 
determining priority investments and projects 

31 . There is a general understanding and appreciation that regional cities 
(and their ratepayers) carry a disproportional load in providing major 
social , entertainment, tourism and recreational facilities . In the case of 
Geraldton-Greenough, this includes aquatic, regional sport fields, airport, 
regional waste management, regional library, regional entertainment 
centre and further carry an expectation in providing regional leadership 
and support in economic management, tourism and development. 

32, The City has identified a backlog in the order of $150 million to $200 
Million of investment needed to meet its medium to longer community 
and regional aspirational services and infrastructure. 

33, The current proposal fails to effectively address this shortfall. 

34, The City has further identified the following immediate term (4 year) 
priority projects needing funding which amount to in-excess of $100 
million: ' 

a, $50 Million towards the approximate $90 million development of 
the Geraldton Civic Master Precinct incorporating: 

i. ($ 16 Million) Convention Facilities; 
ii. ($ 10 Million) Regional Library & Smart Building; 
iii . ($ 10 million) Civic Customer Service Centre 

incorporating Administration Centre and Council 
Chambers; 

iv. ($4 Million) Indigenous Arts Gallery and Interpretative 
Centre; 

v. ($10 Million) State Government Office 
Accommodation; and 

City of Geraldton-Greenough 8 



Inquiry into The Royalties for Regions Program 

vi. ($40 Million) Potential tourism accommodation 
(privately fundedL 

b. $2.25 Million towards the $4.5 Million extension of the Geraldton 
Aquarena Complex to add gymn'asium, fitness classes facilities 
and function space; 

c. $1 Million towards the $1.5 Million (3 year) Geraldton-Oakajee 
City Vision Project which seeks to develop a comprehensive 
master plan and statutory planning and regulatory framework to 
oversee the development and growth of Geraldton-Oakajee; 

d. $500,000 towards the development of a Master Plan for the 
future development and integration of the regional health and 
education facilities as part of the Geraldton Super Campus 
Precinct; 

e. $7 Million towards the development of Verita Road (connecting 
Brand Hwy and the Southern Transport Corridor); 

f. $1 .5 Million towards the realignment and improvement to the 
intersection of North West Coastal Highway with Phelps Street 
and Eighth Street; 

g. $2.6 Million funding for the upgrades to the Geraldton Regional 
Airport to facilitate jet services which will enable improved 
services to Perth as well as creating a new market for fly in-fly 
out to the MidwestiGascoyne hinterland, the Pilbara and 
Goldfields mining provinces; 

h. $500,000 towards a comprehensive corridor analysis to link 
Geraldton to the National Rail Network via the existing Midlands 
line and the possibility of an extension of services to the east 
connecting to Kalgoorlie; thereby connecting Geraldton Port and 
allowing the creation of a major logistics hubs and also 
potentially providing a route for high speed passenger rail 
services to Perth; 

i. $2 Million funding towards the creation of a Regional Park which 
incorporates the Chapman River and the Moresby Ranges; 

j. $3 Million towards the acquisition and redevelopment of an 
existing heritage building within the Geraldton CBD to be 
provided for cultural development, creative design and 
performing arts; 

k. $100,000 towards the investigation of wave power for water and 
energy supply; 

I. $3.5 Million towards improvements and development at the 
Eadon-Clarke District Sporting facilities; 

m. $2 Million The implementation of a "New Living" project for the 
Beachlands locality with the aim of rationalising crown lands 
(including reserves and roads) and City lands to create a model 
sustainable community which incorporates affordable and social 
housing; 

n. $4 Million over 4 years towards the development of an 
integrated Cycle/Path Network to encourage greater cycling and 
walking as a mode of transport within the City; 

o. $3 Million towards the $5 Million for the construction of a Multi
Use Facility at the new Geraldton Foreshore Precinct, which 
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provides for various community groups as well as becoming the 
new Regional Visitor Centre; 

p. $4 Million towards the provisi9r;1 of infrastructure and utilities 
(power, water, sewerage and broadband/telephony) to the 
Geraldton Regional Airport to facilitate the development of the 
Geraldton Regional Airport Technology & Industry Precinct 
which has the potential to become a significant technology and 
logistics focused business incubator and trade hub. The land will 
remain in City ownership with fully serviced lots provided on long 
term leases of a minimum of 21 years + 21 years; and 

q. $3 Million towards the $6 Million for the construction of a 
Materials Recycling Facility (MRF) in Geraldton. At present 
Geraldton and the Midwest are at a significant disadvantage to 
the Perth metropolitan area and the South West region with the 
use, treatment and disposal of material collected for recycling 
not being commercially or readily available. The MRF will enable 
the processing of recycled materials and instantly allow 
Geraldton-Greenough and any other Midwest local government 
to enjoy the provision of a waste recycling service to each 
property. 

OVERCOMING THE "PERTH FIRST POLICY" 

35 . The City believes that the state has suffered a multi-generational focus 
on Perth which has come to the significant detriment to the development 
of regions; and specifically the development of regional cities. 

36. the governmental and bureaucratic focus on Perth has been commonly 
referred to as the "Perth First Policy", a reference to a long term 
unwritten policy position which has seen long term strategy (and self 
fulfilling) investment in infrastructure and services in the Perth 
Metropolitan area to sustain and encourage population growth and 
development of Perth as a major national city. 

37. There is an opportunity to diversify the development of Western Australia 
from a single city-state (Perth centric) into a genuine multi-city state. 

" 

38 . Geraldton, Albany, Bunbury and Kalgoorlie have the base infrastructure 
and capacity to become major regional cities with populations in excess 
of 100,000 each within the foreseeable and achievable future. 

39. Future state planning may facilitate additional 2 major regional cities to 
north (possibly from the existing towns of Port Hedland, Karratha , 
Broome or Kununurra . 

40. It has been quoted that Murdoch University demographer, Prof Bob 
Birrell that there is the potential for the Western Australian population to 
grow by 640,000 between 2008 to 2020. 

City of Geraldton-Greenough 10 



Inquiry into The Royalties for Regions Program 

41 . It is contended that the WA Government should strategically and 
deliberately focus on facilitating 500(0 or 320 ,000 of that growth to non
metropolitan areas with a specific focus 91) the major regional cities . 

42. Reference is made to the attached (Appendix 2) media release "A Vision 
For Regional Cities" issued on the 30th June 2008 which identifies the 
opportunity the city sees in diversifying the WA framework. 

43. Future development of these regional localities into major regional cities 
(population in excess of 100,000) can only be facilitated by a clear state 
planning vision, framework and mandate from Government. 
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AVOIDING A SOCIAL AND PLANNING DISASTER 

44. Current planning for Perth is · potentially leading towards an 
unsustainable massive urban sprawl consisting of a car dependant 
dysfunctional society. 

45. The regional cities offer a basis for developing the state's population and 
retaining a sustainable urban growth model. 

46. Reference is made to the attached (Appendix 3) media release "Massive 
Perth Housing Subsidies Stymie Regional Development" issued on the 
24th September 2008 which identifies the concerns with the government 
subsidy of land development in the metropolitan area. 

APPENDIX ATTACHED: 

• Appendix 1 - Submission title: Geraldton - A Future 
International Western Logistics Portal 

o Appendix 2 - Media Release - A Vision for WA's Regional Cities 

o Appendix 3 - Massive Perth Housing Subsidies Stymie Regional 
Development 

o Appendix 4 - Call on new Government to focus on Regional 
Cities 
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Geraldton-Greenough 
Cl imate of Opportunity 

Mr Michael Deegan 
The I nfrastructure Coordinator 
Infrastructure Australia 
GPO Box 594 
CANBERRA ACT 2601 

Dear Mr Deegan 

Our Ref: tb:sjm-159 
Enquiries: Tony Brun 

15 October 2008 

GERALDTON - A FUTURE INTERNATIONAL WESTERN LOGISTICS HUB 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission into future priorities for infrastructure 
investment in Australia, specifically through the Building Australia Fund. 

The City of Geraldton-Greenough is a strategic regional centre on the west coast of 
Australia . It is the primary service and governance centre for the Mid West Region. The Mid 
West's gross regional product was $3.5 billion in 2005/6 which represented a 17.9% 
increase on the previous year. 

Geraldton-Greenough has currently a population of approximately 35,000. With the growth 
out of the resources sector, sea-change lifestyle influences and the emergence of the City as 
a hub for smart technology arising out of the Australian Square Kilometre Array Pathfinder 
project there is a real capacity for the City to grow to over 100,000 people by 2020 (less than 
12 years) . The City is not constrained from native title issues and with planning currently 
being reviewed to create 23,000 (or approximately capacity for 50,000 additional people) the 
only real constraint is the lack of infrastructure to meet this growth. 

The Mid West Region has the potential to become one of Australia's powerhouse resource 
centres. The key resource sector of iron ore export has identified the following potential 
outcomes economic benefits from expanding iron ore mining in the region over a 25-year 
period:-

• 1,360 jobs a year during construction ; 
• 4,254 direct jobs a year for a conservatively estimated 25-year operational period ; 
• A total of 12,000-plus direct and indirect jobs a year in WA from the increased 

economic activity; 
• An addition of $1 .5 billion a year to Gross State Product (the overall measure of WA's 

economy); and 
• About $7 billion in taxes and duties to the Australian Government and around $3.5 

billion in royalties and other payments to the State Government. 

Cathedral Avenue Geraldton WA 6530 Tel 9956 6600 Fax 9956 6674 
Cnr Edward I Geraldton I Mt Magnet Road Utakarra WA 6530 Tel 9921 0500 

PO Box 101 Geraldton WA 6531 ABN 56641867188 
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This predicted growth can only be realised with the proper development of infrastructure and 
services from both the State and Australian Governments. Without good planning and 
appropriate infrastructure funding, the grave mistakes and failures in the Pilbara could be 
repeated. The attached submission deals with the priority infrastructure that is sought from 
the Building Australia Fund and needed to facilitate this economic growth, avoid the 
mistakes of the past and provide for a sustainable and prosperous future for Geraldton
Greenough, the Mid West Region and all Australians. 

A key point made to Infrastructure Australia and the Australian Government in making the 
determination where to spend valuable funds from the Building Australia Fund is not to 
succumb to potentially populist pressure to focus funding on urban development works such 
as urban public transport systems or motorway developments in cities such as Brisbane, 
Melbourne and Sydney. Such projects whilst worthy and important can easily be funded by 
those that directly benefit, being the residents of these cities. Such works do not add 
substantially to national economic growth or output; as opposed to investing in essential 
infrastructure which leads to improved resource exports efficiency whilst also leading to 
greater population decentralisation. Furthermore such projects would only effectively be a 
source of unfairly subsidising those urban communities and State Governments who failed to 
plan, manage and fund their own essential services at the expense of the communities and 
government who have been diligent. 

It is noted that the projects highlighted in this submission are not under the jurisdiction or 
responsibility of the City of Geraldton-Greenough; however they all have a direct effect and 
correlation of the future sustainability and economic prosperity of the City and the Mid West 
Region. 

The City will be willing to provide any further required information and support if requested. 

If you have any queries, please contact me on 08 9956 6601. 

Yours sincerely, 

Tony Brun 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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SUBMISSION TO INFRASTRUCTURE AUSTRALIA 

Geraldton 

A Future International Western Logistics Portal 

A REQUEST FOR PRIORITY UNDER THE BUILDING AUSTRALIA FUND 

PREPARED BY 

Ge'ra Idton-Greenoug h 
Cl imate of Opportunity 

15TH OCTOBER 2008 

Disclaimer 
This submission is produced for information and advice to Infrastructure Australia, 

The City of Geraldton-Greenough relies on generally available public information and does not own or 
operate infrastructure specified in this submission, Further the City of Geraldton-Greenough does not 
guarantee or imply the accuracy of the statements or estimates contained within the document. 

The City of Geraldton-Greenough shall not be liable for any loss or damages howsoever caused as a result 
of reliance upon information contained in this text by any other party which uses the submission outside of 
the intended use as a submission to infrastructure Australia. 
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Executive Summary 

Geraldton-Greenough is a major regional centre servicing the Mid West region. It has a strategic 
state, national and global significance given it substantial reserves , especially of iron ore. 

This significance is enhanced by the Oakajee Deepwater Port and industrial Precinct (potentially 
Australia's largest co-located deep water port and industry zone). This potential future trade zone 
has the opportunity to transform the Western Australian economy and bring about a seismic shift 
in trade relations seeing a greater engagement through Geraldton-Greenough to China, India , and 
the Middle East and potentially to an emerging African continent economy. The Indian Ocean Rim 
and economies represent the 21 51 century with the major population centre , growth economies and 
centre of influence. There is no reason why Geraldton-Greenough can not become the focal point 
for this new way. 

To achieve these visionary transformations there needs be strategic and significant investment in 
key infrastructure. The submission details a series of priority investments that the City of 
Geraldton-Greenough recommended to be set aside and funded through the Building Australia 
Fund . These include:-

1. Development of the Oakajee Deep Water Port 
A request for support and assistance to see the realisation and delivery of the $2.5 Billion 
Oakajee deep Water Port in partnership with the Government of Western Australian and 
the private sector. 

2. Development of the Oakajee to Narngulu Transport & Services Corridor 
A request for direct funding of $150Million to develop key essential elements to bring 
forward the implementation of the Oakajee to Narngulu Corridor in partnership with the 
Government of Australia with the specific components being:-

• Land acquisition $15Million 
• 132 kVa Power Transmission Line $40Million 
• 10 GUannum Water Supply Main $20Million 
• Common Rail Infrastructure $40Million 
• Heavy Vehicle (Road Train 55m+) Bypass Route $35million 

3. Development of the Oakajee Industry Precinct/Zone 
A request for support and assistance to see the realisation and delivery of the $100Million 
Oakajee Industry PrecinctlZone in partnership with the Government of Western Australian 

4. Integration to the National (Standard Gauge) Rail Network (Midland to Geraldton) 
A request for direct funding of $500Million to construct a standard gauge rail link between 
Geraldton and Perth (Midland) in partnership with the Government of Australia. 

5. Geraldton North-South Road (incorporating Webberton Road) 
A request for direct funding of $65Million to construct a heavy vehicle and through traffic 
route through the Geraldton-Greenough urban area in partnership with the Government of 
Australia. 

6. Mid West Renewable Energy Fund 
A request for direct funding of $100Million to set in place a Fund to enable the research, 
development and implementation/delivery of key renewable energy projects in partnership 
with the Government of Australia with the specific components being:-

• Wind Energy 
• Biomass Energy (oil mallee related) 
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• Geothermal Energy 
• Wave Energy 
• Solar Energy. 

Context and Background 
Population 
The Mid West's population has increased steadily over the past 20 years and at June 2006 was 
estimated to be 51,748. The City of Geraldton-Greenough's population is estimated to be 35,022 
or more than 67% of the region's population. 

On the back of the economic prosperity and 
opportuntiy there is a strategic capacity to 
facilitate the development of Geraldton as 
the State's major northern city with a 
population of 80,000 to 100,000 by 2020 
and potential to increase considerably 
above that in the following 20 year period. 

The estimated population figures are based 
on reports which indicate an additional 
640,000 migrating to Western Australia by 
2020 (primarily due to the mining boom) 
and Geraldton attracting approximately 10% 
of that total State growth. 

Geraldton-Greenough has the current land 
capacity with 23 ,000 new residential 
subdivision lots currently proposed by 
private enterprise. A number which can 
sustain 50,000 people in the space of 5 years . 

Mid West Economy 

\ 

The Mid West region has a diverse economy built around mining , agriculture, fishing and tourism. 

An important contributor to the Western Australian economy, the Mid West's gross regional 
product was $3.5 billion in 2005/2006 which is 17.9 percent higher than the previous year in real 
growth terms. 

Mining is the most valuable sector. In 2005/06, the mining and petroleum production in the Mid 
West reached a value of $2.4 billion. 

Agriculture is also a significant industry for the Mid West. In 2003/04 the region's agricultural gross 
value was $792.2 million a substantial 12.6 percent of the state's total. Agricultural industries 
include various cereal and legume crops, livestock predominantly sheep and cattle , horticulture 
and aquiculture both on the coast and inland. 

The Mid West has the highest value fishing industry in Western Australia , accounting for 36 per 
cent of the State's catch in 2004/05 . The lobster catch alone was worth $116.6 million in 2004/05. 

The Mid West is also a popular tourist destination and visitors to the region make an important 
contribution to the local economy. In 2004/05 domestic and international visitors were estimated to 
have spent $202 million in the region during overnight visits. The Mid West region has a strong 
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and significant manufacturing sector worth $383 million in 2001/02 (the most recent data). The 
majority of manufacturing businesses are based around servicing the needs of the regions 
agricultural, mining and fishing industry sectors. 

The Iron Ore Sector 
The Geraldton Iron Ore Alliance has undertaken extensive studies and analysis on the economic 
and social impact of the iron ore resource in the Mid West. The studies found the economy of the 
Mid West region in Western Australia is solidly based on mining, services and agriculture, with 
mining contributing 50% of the gross value of production. 

Mining and petroleum resource projects are dispersed across the region and are based on a wide 
range of minerals. Gold, at 30% of production, leads the way followed by heavy mineral sands, 
nickel, petroleum, base metals including copper, lead and zinc, iron ore, salt, chromites , gypsum, 
silver, cobalt and talc. Smaller mining industries include limesandsllimestone, attapulgite, various 
gemstones and red oxide as well as extractive activities such as sand , gravel and building stone. 

rhere are 27 major mining projects with sales of more than $10 million per annum per project in 
the region operated by 20 different companies covering the major mineral groups. 

The economic impacts were assessed over a conservative 25-year period . The total capital 
investment is estimated at $5.5 billion with operating costs over the 25 years estimated at $36 
billion in today's dollar terms. Gross sale revenues of $62 billion are forecast. Clearly financial 
revenues and expenditures of this order will have a significant impact on the Regional and State 
economies. 

The logistical needs of the projects, alone, will create many business opportunities. As well as the 
movement in of materials and personnel for the construction and operational phases, there will be 
a need to move 1,200 mill ion tonnes of product out of the region. This flow peaks at about 74 
million tonnes in 2014 and averages almost 50 million tonnes a year for the duration of the 
operational phases of the projects. 

The inclusion of sophisticated processing equipment in some projects increases the overseas 
purchases but the dominant share of capital investment still falls to Australian suppliers with total 
purchases of about $4.5 bill ion. Western Australian companies are expected to supply 60% of the 
goods and services needed to establish these projects with other States contributing 22% and 
imports 18%. During the full operations phase, Western Australian companies are expected to 
provide $32 billion worth of goods and services (90% of the total). 

The Mid West projects are expected to create 1,360 jobs on average a year during construction 
and require a workforce of 4,254 during the suggested 25 years of operations. Multiplier analysis 
has been used to estimate the full impact of these projects on the wider economy. 

The construction expenditure of $5.5 billion will generate a further $13 billion of output elsewhere 
in the State economy. Of these flow on benefits , some $5.4 billion is estimated to come from the 
Mid West. As well as the 1,360 construction jobs (a year) of the projects themselves, it is 
estimated that the projects will generate a further 1,900 jobs in the rest of the State, of which 
some 750 will be located in the region. 

The impact of operating expenditures on the output of Western Australia is estimated to total 
$2.67 billion a year, for the duration of the project. A relatively large proportion of this is estimated 
to be captured within the Mid West, with an impact of $2.06 billion a year in the region . 

Employment generated by the operations of the projects show a similar story. The projects are 
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estimated to employ 4,254 persons directly for every year of the life of the projects. Total 
employment generated throughout the State is estimated at 12,762 jobs, of which some 8,508 are 
anticipated to be located within the Mid West region. It is estimated that this substantial increase 
in the regional workforce will have a marked impact on the regional population. The extra 8,500 
jobs have the potential to increase the total population by about 20,000 people. This would be a 
40% increase in the reg ion population if all of the workforce were to locate from other areas of the 
State. Based on recent trends, 90% are likely to choose to live in coastal areas around Geraldton, 
thus potentially making this a population aggregation comparable in size to Kalgoorlie-Boulder, 
Albany and Bunbury. 

General equilibrium modelling tells a similar story of significant impacts on the economy. Real 
consumption expenditure in Western Australia is estimated to increase by an average $400 million 
a year for the life of the project. Real investment in the State is estimated to increase by an 
average of $300 million a year. The general equilibrium analysis estimates that national gross 
domestic product (GOP) will rise by $1,400 million over the six-year construction period . The 
model then predicts that the project will increase Australia's annual GOP in the long-term by $890 
million a year. The model estimates that there will be a greater impact on the State economy 
because it will bid resources away from other States to meet the needs of the project. Gross state 
product (GSP) is estimated to grow by a total output gain, in real terms, for the State of $1 ,500 
million a year. 

Over the 25-year forecast period, the project construction and operation will have made a net 
addition of around $22 billion in total to Australian GOP. From a Western Australian perspective, it 
will have added $36 billion to GSP. Over the first 20 years of project operation, the 
Commonwealth Government has the potential to collect about $7 billion in direct project payments 
of duties and taxes and the State Government, over $3.4 billion. Stamp duty payments are 
uncertain but will add to this revenue. 

Additional benefits to flow to the Mid West from these projects will include: 
• Almost certainly a second port at Oakajee; 
• A substantial population increase in Geraldton and surrounding areas; 
• New rail and road infrastructure; 
• Increased air services to the City; 
• An improved local tax base for local government; 
• Additional range of job opportunities for young people who would otherwise shift to the 

metropolitan area; 
• Improved prospects for the growth of local industries servicing the plant; and 
• Local sectors will see significant business opportunities, which will include transport 

services, property services, finance services, civil construction and earthmoving. 

Strategic Vision 
The City of Geraldton-Greenough has undertaken extensive consultation in developing its plan for 
the future. As part of this strategic planning process 5 key strategic directions were identified 
under a common 2020 vision. 

Geraldton-Greenough 2020 Strategic Vision 
A Smart City which has a prosperous, sustainable and creative community all within a 
uniquely Western Australian setting and lifestyle. 

Geraldton-Greenough will utilise the wealth of natural resources as the foundation to 
become a centre of global significance in the new economy. 
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By 2020, Geraldton-Greenough will have a population of 80,000 to 100,000 people. It will 
be the focal point for an active and vibrant region containing significant district centres to 
the north, south and the hinterland. 

Geraldton-Greenough will be recognised as a powerhouse of the new economy, a 
community which people recognise for its vibrancy and amazing transformation. It will be a 
preferred choice to live, work and play. 

One of the 5 key strategic directions under the main vision identified related to the utilisation of the 
City's natural advantages to become a centre of global significance in trade. 

A Network City 
To become a logistics and transport hub focussed on the ports at Geraldton & Oakajee. 

The City will integrate with the industry precincts of Narngulu and Oakajee, the Geraldton 
Regional Airport and further utilise the extensive regional road and rail network to enhance 
productivity outcomes. 

By 2020, the City will be connected to the national rail network enabling passenger rail 
services between Geraldton and Perth and also connecting Geraldton & Oakajee Ports to 
the remainder of Australia fulfilling its potential as a logistics hub of national significance as 
an import and export facifity for bulk commodities, general goods and containers. Its 
natural advantages over southern and eastern ports will ensure that it will be recognised 
as Australia's western portal to the Asia, the Sub-Continent, the Middle-East and an 
emerging African continental economy. 

The City recognises that to become a major national and international hub that in addition to the 
key infrastructure and resourcing it also needs to foster and develop key alliances and partnership 
with major trading countries. 

Japan is currently Australia's largest trading partner. Whilst specific trade opportunities in this 
sector remain limited, the cultural benefit and technology exchange remain a powerful incentive. 
The City currently enjoys a progressive relationship, now in its tenth year, with the City of Arai Cho 
in Japan. 

The City recognises that China is fast becoming the next major global economic powerhouse for 
the 21 st century. The City is working closely with the Western Australian Government and the 
Chinese Consul to develop a Sister City relationship with an appropriate City in China. 

A future economic powerhouse is that of the Indian economy. With a substantial population base 
and rapidly growing information technology and manufacturing base, India has the potential to 
become one of Australia's largest trading partners over the next 20 years. Geraldton, with it 
logistical and infrastructure strengths in conjunction with it geographical location is well positioned 
to become the portal for future trade with India. It is proposed to progress with the development of 
a Sister City relationship with a key City in India with the intent of assisting the goal of being the 
focal point of trade. 

The ultimate outcome can only be achieved with the development of the key port and industry 
park developments primarily at Oakajee. These specific outcomes are highlighted in the section 
below. 
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Key Infrastructure 
Development of Oakajee Deepwater Port ($2 - 3 Billion) 
Although the current concept is for a fully privately funded Port at Oakajee (20 km north of 
Geraldton), the Port should be considered as of national significance and in fact is the last site 
available where a multi use port can be fully integrated with an adjoining heavy industrial estate 
with good infrastructure links to the hinterland. 

Formal recognition at a State & Federal level of the importance of this area is integral both to the 
Port's future development and that of the whole State's economic development. 

There is a need for the State and Australian Governments to formally assist by coordinating and 
facilitating the assessment and approval process (planning and environmental) and also putting in 
the required service and transport corridors. Both governments could also facility the development 
by mandating certain products and resources are directed towards Oakajee. Whilst the existing 
Geraldton Port has consider capacity is remains a critical element and driver in the Geraldton 
economy and community; it is appreciated that it does have some capacity constra int issues 
primarily given its highly urbanised location. 

Oakajee Port and the associated national scale Industry Precinct offers the State a unique 
opportunity and possibly the most significant logistics and industry hub which can service the 
whole South West Land Division which is increasingly suffering constraint through urban 
encroachment, significant environmental issues and logistics access deficiencies. This is being 
evidenced in Bunbury (Kemerton) and Perth (Kwinana and the Fremantle Port at both the Inner 
and Outer Harbours). In a national context it represents a truly unique opportunity to create 
effective, functional and useful infrastructure. 

The Oakajee Deep Water Port & Industry represents the best way forward for the Mid West 
region , the state of Western Australia and Australia as a nation to grow. 

Oakajee-Narngulu Transport & Services Corridor ($150 Million) 
The implementation of the strategic corridors remains a critical element in the likely success and 
potential development of the proposed Oakajee Port. 

1. Stage 1 Corridor needs to be defined and mechanism put in place to facilitate acquisition. 
2. Stage 2 Land acquisitions to occur to safeguard this important corridor for not only rail and 

road but other infrastructure services. 

In May 2007 DPI commissioned ARRB Group and Kellogg, Brown and Root (KBR) to undertake a 
study of the corridor. Through this work DPI is seeking to establish services that are likely to have 
a requirement to share or access the corridor in full or in part. Also , advice on individual utility 
service requirements in terms of depth, width and buffer requirements and a conceptual cross 
section - 300 metres wide recommended at this stage. 

DPI is planning to undertake the next phase of detailed assessment for the alignment, however, 
there is a need to factor in the new rail alignment to the port from Weld Range and Jack Hills. The 
alignment of the preferred corridor is still in the negotiation phase through the Oakajee project 
team. There have been some internal DPI discussions regarding further work to compare 
alignment options, if funding can be sourced. 

The key components which require funding in achieving this are:-
1. land acquisition would be focused on the 300m corridor which for most part follows 

existing 20m road reservation corridors. The expected approximate 40km length and 
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approximately 1,200ha of land which would be expected to require funding in the order of 
$15M; 

2. 132kVa main electricity extension from Moonyoonka to Oakajee. At approximately 35km it 
would require in the order of $40M to be invested for implementation; 

3. 10GLlannum capacity water main from Narngulu to Oakajee. At approximately 40 km it is 
expected to require in the order of $20M for implementation. 

4. common user rail infrastructure requires in the order of 35km length of line with an 
expected cost in the order of $40M. 

5. construction of a heavy vehicle 55m plus roads train urban bypass. This 60km section 
would primarily utilise existing routes although would need a need range crossing. It is 
expected to require in the order of $35M at an initial phase to achieve preliminary access. 

Oakajee Industrial PrecinctlZone ($100 Million) 
The estate comprises approximately 6,500 hectares of land owned by the WA State Government 
of which 1,100 hectares is zoned for heavy industrial and 200 hectares is zoned for support 
industries. 

The land is currently farmed and waits servicing (power, water gas etc). Recognition and a firm 
commitment to the development of the Oakajee Industrial Area is essential to finally provide 
certainty to potential proponents and that it is an area of national significance. 

The precinct is recognised as the largest zoned industry precinct which is associated with a deep 
water port in all of Australia. Given the unique nature of the site being primarily cleared, it also 
offers some environmental clearance advantages over some southern region industry parks and 
precincts. 

The project does require the connection of gas via a new lateral main from the Dampier to 
Sunbury Gas Pipeline which passes to the east of Geraldton. 

Integration to the National Rail Network ($500 Million) 
The potential development of the Oakajee Deepwater Port and Industrial Precinct creates an ideal 
and exciting opportunity for an internationally significant logistics hub. The industry precinct 
creates an opportunity well beyond a simple resource export base, but rather an integrated import 
and export logistic hub and associated industry which would also include containerisation as part 
of the region becoming a national gateway. 

To achieve this strategic and beneficial outcome, the region must be linked to the national gauge 
rail network. This can be facilitated in two ways; either by: 

• upgrading the existing Midlands rail line to Perth, which would also enable the 
development of a fast passenger rail service which recognises the increasing cost of fuel 
and the need for regional public transport solutions which are family friendly (as opposed 
to buses or air travel over long distances); and/or 

• development of an eastern "spine" to service the significant resource deposits in the 
regional hinterland which would ultimately connect to the national gauge network at 
Leonora. 

The first option is more likely in the short to medium term given the length of 452km (over the 
existing alignment and corridor). It would be expected that such a project would cost in the order 
of $500M. Such a project has significant national advantages in that it would: 

1. direct national gauge connection between the significant global reserves of iron ore of the 
Mid West and the Queensland and NSW coal fields. 
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2. linking the large Oakajee Deepwater Port and Industry Park to the national logistics 
network opening up options for Oakajee as one of the closest deep water ports to Asia, the 
Middle East, Europe and the African continent; 

3. and connection to the industry precincts of metropolitan Perth and provide an alternate and 
effective logistics hub; and 

4. provide an alternate port (mix of Oakajee and Geraldton) for container trade, both imports 
and exports as an alternate to aging and severely constrained (land transport and ocean 
channel depth) over in eastern Australia. 

North-South Road including Webberton Road ($65Million) 
The planning for a major north-south road alignment is essential for the functionality of the 
regional road network in Greater Geraldton, past indecision on this link has effectively closed off 
many options to gain an alignment that works for both visitor, tourist and industrial traffic passing 
from Perth to the North West and for local traffic management This key element of infrastructure is 
essential to ensure the sustainable development of Geraldton as a major regional urban centre 
supporting the Mid West region. 

Consideration should also be given to some sections performing an infrastructure corridor function 
due to pressures already being experienced for services alignments. 

The project could be split into a number of stages: 
1. Stage 1 Completion of route alignment & definitions studies between Geraldton to Mount 

Magnet Road to Brand Highway; 
2. Stage 2 Acquisition of required road reserve; and 
3. Stage 3 Construction could feasibly occur in stages, there is a need to work through a 

priority for each section and a priority for City of Geraldton-Greenough is the already 
acquired (by Local Government) corridor from the Geraldton to Mount Magnet Road along 
the Webberton Road reserve to an intersection with North West Coastal Highway and the 
link south to the Geraldton Southern Transport Stage 2. Additional road duplication of the 
North West Coastal Hwy north of Webberton Road including the Drummonds Bypass 
should be undertaken at the same time. 

Mid West Renewable Energy Fund ($100Million) 
The Geraldton-Greenough area is also recognised as a hot spot for renewable energy. The 
government of Western Australia has recently committed to construct a $300 Million 330kVa 
transmission power-line connecting the south-west integrated power network. This provides a 
valuable transmission point to provide renewable power back into Perth. 

Geraldton-Greenough has the potential and capacity to deliver nearly all forms of renewable 
power including:-

1. Wind energy, it already hosts the largest wind farm in Western Australia at the locality of 
Walkaway; 

2. Biomass energy, there is huge potential for significant biomass energy generation which 
is sourced from oil mallee planting in the north-eastern wheatbelt as an alternate income 
stream to areas potentially hardest hit by climate change. Mass scale oil mallee plantings 
would see 10-20% of the cleared agricultural land mass planted providing a massive 
biomass resource, whilst reducing salinity and providing an alternate income stream. 
Initial results indicate that this form of planting (done in corridors) does not aversely affect 
crop yields (due to reducing impacts of salinity, wind damage and frost damage) menaing 
it effectively provides a source of bio-fuels that does not compromise valuable food 
supply; 

3. Wave energy, Geraldton has exposure to significant wave resources. There have been 
significant developments with new wave technology. Western Australian based alternative 

Page11of1 2 



energy researcher and provider, Carnegie Group has made significant advances in 
technology which make this form of energy potential viable . Given Geraldton-Greenough's 
growing local and industrial demands and the ability to provide energy back via the new 
330kVa line this is now a feasible achievement; 

4. Solar energy, Geraldton-Greenough sits with the desire latitudes to achieve quality and 
efficient yield from solar energy. It also benefits from a Mediterranean climate with a high 
percentage of sunny days. Again is has the advantage of a significant local domestic and 
industrial demand as well as access to the Perth market, which makes it's a more 
attractive proposition than some more isolated and remote locations which offer solar 
energy similar generation capacity; 

5. Geothermal energy, the area surrounding Geraldton-Greenough (specifically to the 
north-east). This energy source has the potential to create efficient base load supply. 

All these energy supply scheme need infrastructure funding and support to become a reality. 
Current thinking has sought to defer investment of these technologies to the market and rely on 
carbon trading to create the right environment for this investment. This strategy however has the 
real risk of deferring action too far into the future. 

The proposed infrastructure Australia fund provides a genuine opportunity to investment in 
strategic projects and targeted areas, such as Geraldton-Greenough to create 'renewable energy 
hot spots". Many of the initiatives listed above can be funded and developed by the private sector; 
however to enable fast tracking and integration into the principle energy supply chain they need a 
coordinated investment and support process to get them started. 

It is estimated that a specific $100M Mid West Regional Renewable Energy Fund would enable 
research, development and implementation in renewable energy and effectively transform the Mid 
West into the "Middle East" of renewable energy. 
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Gera Idton-Greenoug h 
Climate of Opportunity 

MEDIA STATEMENT 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

A Vision for WA's Regional Cities 

Geraldton, WA, Monday, 30th June, 2008 - The City of Geraldton-Greenough is calling on 
the State Government to work in partnership with the cities of Geraldton-Greenough, Albany 
and Bunbury to utilise the current resources driven population boom to create vibrant and 
diverse alternate centre of population to Perth. 

It was reported 1 that Monash University demographer, Bob Birrell, predicted Perth's 
population will soar 43 per cent by 2021 to 2.1 million people; he is quoted as stating "The big 
problem Perth faces is the pace of growth, that's why we're seeing housing prices in Perth at 
Sydney levels," An influx of 640,000 people over the next 13 years would represent the fastest 
rate of growth for any Australian city in history. Dr Birrell says the impact will be felt in 
demand for housing, hospitals, schools and public transport . 

There is a real threat that current thinkers assume all population growth and economic 
development will be solely focused on Perth. City of Geraldton-Greenough Mayor Ian 
Carpenter urged the State Government and planners to seriously consider alternatives to the 
current status quo assumption that the resources boom population growth would be primarily 
sustained within Perth . "This thinking creates an unrealistic demand and pressure on Perth's 
infrastructure and services." The end result of current planning may lead to WA becoming 
dominated by Perth as its sole city suffering from a mega-sprawl of suburbia and all the social 
complexes and issues that goes with that. 

The City's Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Tony Brun has suggested that the current boom 
provides an ideal opportunity for Western Australia to diversify its population base and create 
a series of super regional cities to counter-balance and support Perth. "The obvious choice is to 
focus on our existing key cities of Geraldton, Albany and Bunbury. Rather than assuming the 
potential population growth of 640,000 in 13 years has to all go to Perth it may be that strategic 
and forward thinking plans and associated investment of services and infrastructure are put in 
those key regional cities allowing them to take up to half of that (or in the order of 320,000 
peop Ie over 13 years) expected growth." 

Mayor Carpenter added "the State Government has recognised and supported these centres 
with key investments over the past years. However there is now a real opportunity to 
preemptively fund significant infrastructure and services to facilitate and promote a real shift in 

1 Sourced from hl tp ://www.ahc .ncLuu/ncws/sloricsI20n8106/27f! 288479. hlm 
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Ge'raldton-Greenough 
Climate of Opportunity 

population settlement patterns. The resources boom has given us a once in a century 
opportunity to change the face of our State, much like what happened in the 1890's boom. 
Now is not the time to rely on simple rear view mirror population trends to determine where 
funding and development should go; but rather as a State we should grasp the opportunity 
presented to us and aspire to create a new and exciting Western Australian Vision based on the 
development of the key regional urban cities". 

ENDS: 

Contact: Mayor Ian Carpenter 0429939527 
Tony Brun 0448550 4tt 

\\'\\"\\ '.cgg. 11,1.[,01 ,au 
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MEDIA STATEMENT 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Massive Perth Housing Subsidies Stymie Regional Development 

Geraldton, WA, Wednesday, 24th September, 2008 - The City of Geraldton-Greenough is 
pleased to see the renewed focus on regional development and potentially a realisation of 
creating new major regional cities to counter-balance Perth as the State's sole major city. 

There is concern that there may be a growing view that the new environment may come at the 
expense of the metropolitan area projects. However it is noted that Perth land developments 
already receive a massive state government subsidy amounting to hundreds of millions of 
dollars. A report developed through the Curtin University Sustainability Professor Peter 
Newman and Roman Trubka revealed that taxpayers were subsidising unsustainable urban 
sprawl in Perth to the tune of $80,000 per blockl. This subsidy is coming at the expense of 
perfectly viable and far more sustainable urban growth which could be directed at the State's 
major regional cities. 

In June this year, the City had made a public call to the previous Government to create a vision 
for a multi-city State focusing on developing Geraldton, Albany and Bunbury into major 
regional cities . This new information of the extent of public subsidy into the uncontrolled 
sprawl of Perth adds weight to this call. 

Further information from the Australian Bureau of Statistics revealed todal that Western 
Australia had the fastest population growth rate with over 1,000 per week moving to the State. 
Under current State Policies and Strategies supported by subsidies, such as the one highlighted 
above, the bulk of this growth will be channelled into the Perth metropolitan area further 
adding to the unsustainable sprawl. The City of Geraldton-Greenough contends that changes to 
these policies and the adoption of a clear Cabinet mandated vision to diversify Western 
Australia into a mUlti-city State is required. 

Mayor of the City of Geraldton-Greenough, Cr Ian Carpenter has welcomed the new Royalties 
to Region initiative saying," Any additional investment which assists in providing 
infrastructure and services to the communities that create the State's wealth is welcome". 

I Sourced from http ://www.thewest.co m.au/deHlu ll. aspx·)MenulD=77&ContenllD=96477 

2 Sourced from htlp ://wVv'W.a bc. net.au /news/siories!?008!09/24.'? 3 7325 1. htm 
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The City's Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Tony Brun believes the new funding program 
provides and ideal mechanism to fund valuable infrastructure and services and to undertake the 
planning to achieve the new multi-city vision. He said," There focus should not only be to 
create these new cities and fund the infrastructure, but also to devolve decision making to 
regional communities and empower them to create their own destiny. Centralised bureaus such 
as the Western Australian Planning Commission need to have their powers devolved to a 
regional level and combined with the new funding stream to achieve quick and effective 
outcomes without burdening this new program and opportunity to the dead weight of excessive 
bureaucracy" . 

Mayor Carpenter added "the City of Geraldton-Greenough is keen to work closely and in 
partnership with the new State Government to create a lasting legacy from the current boom 
period. This lasting legacy should include the diversification of Western Australia from a 
single city State to a multi-city State of which Geraldton-Greenough will be a significant 
centre". 

ENDS: 

Attached 

Contact: 

City of Geraldton-Greenough - Strategic Initiatives & Projects 
Media Statement - A New Vision for WA's Regional Cities 

Mayor Ian Carpenter 0429 939 527 
Tony Brun 0448550411 

www.cgg.wa.go v.a u 
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MEDIA STATEMENT 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

A Vision for W A's Regional Cities 

Geraldton, WA, Wednesday, 24th September, 2008 - The City of Geraldton-Greenough is 
pleased to see the renewed focus on regional development and potentially a realisation of 
creating new major regional cities to counter-balance Perth as the State's sole major city. 

There is concern that there may be a growing view that the new environment may come at the 
expense of the metropolitan area projects. However it is noted that Perth land developments 
already receive a massive state government subsidy amounting to hundreds of millions of 
dollars. A report developed through the Curtin University Sustainability Professor Peter 
Newman and Roman Trubka revealed that taxpayers were subsidising unsustainable urban 
sprawl in Perth to the tune of $80,000 per block) . This subsidy is coming at the expense of 
perfectly viable and far more sustainable urban growth which could be directed at the State's 
major regional cities. 

In June this year, the City had made a public call to the previous Government to create a vision 
for a multi-city State focusing on developing Geraldton, Albany and Bunbury into major 
regional cities . This new information of the extent of public subsidy into the uncontrolled 
sprawl of Perth adds weight to this call. 

Further information from the Australian Bureau of Statistics revealed toda/ that Western 
Australia had the fastest population growth rate with over 1,000 per week moving to the State. 
Under current State Policies and Strategies supported by subsidies, such as the one highlighted 
above, the bulk of this growth will be channelled into the Perth metropolitan area further 
adding to the unsustainable sprawl. The City of Geraldton-Greenough contends that changes to 
these policies and the adoption of a clear Cabinet mandated vision to diversify Western 
Australia into a multi-city State is required. 

Mayor of the City of Geraldton-Greenough, Cr Ian Carpenter has welcomed the new Royalties 
to Region initiative saying," Any additional investment which assists in providing 
infrastructure and services to the communities that create the State's wealth is welcome". 

I Sourced from http: //www.thewest. com .auldefau ll.aspx?Menu1D=77&Contenll D=96477 

2 Sourced from ht rp ://www.abc.net.au/ llews/stories/?OOS/09124/237325 1.111111 
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Gera Idton-Greenoug h 
Cl imate of Opportunity 

The City's Chief Executive Officer, Mr. Tony Brun believes the new funding program 
provides and ideal mechanism to fund valuable infrastructure and services and to undertake the 
planning to achieve the new multi-city vision. He said," There focus should not only be to 
create these new cities and fund the infrastructure, but also to devolve decision making to 
regional communities and empower them to create their own destiny. Centralised bureaus such 
as the Western Australian Planning Commission need to have their powers devolved to a 
regional level and combined with the new funding stream to achieve quick and effective 
outcomes without burdening this new program and opportunity to the dead weight of excessive 
bureaucracy" . 

Mayor Carpenter added "the City of Geraldton-Greenough is keen to work closely and in 
partnership with the new State Government to create a lasting legacy from the current boom 
period. This lasting legacy should include the diversification of Western Australia from a 
single city State to a multi-city State of which Geraldton-Greenough will be a significant 
centre". 

ENDS: 

Attached 

Contact: 

City of Geraldton-Greenough - Strategic Initiatives & Projects 
Media Statement - A New Vision for WA's Regional Cities 

Mayor Ian Carpenter 0429939527 
Tony Brun 0448 550411 

www.cgg.wa.go v.au 
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